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WELWYN HATFIELD COUNCIL

Minutes of a special meeting of the COUNCIL held on Monday 9 January 2017 at
7.30pm in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, The Campus, Welwyn Garden City,

Herts, AL8 6AE

PRESENT: Councillors

P.Mabbott (Mayor)
L.Sparks (Deputy Mayor)

R.Basch, J.Beckerman, H.Beckett, D.Bell, D.Bennett,
M.Birleson, J.Boulton, S.Boulton, H.Bower,
L.Brandon, J.Broach, H.Bromley, N.Chapman,
A.Chesterman, L.Chesterman, M.Cook, M.Cowan,
J.Cragg, I.Dean, J.Dean, J.Fitzpatrick, B.Fitzsimon,
C.Gillett, M.Holloway, K.Holman, S.Johnston,
T.Kingsbury, M.Larkins, M.Levitt, S.Markiewicz,
G.Michaelides, H.Morgan, N.Pace, M.Perkins,
H.Quenet, S.Roberts, B.Sarson, P.Shah, N.Taylor,
F.Thomson, K. Thorpe, R.Trigg, J.Weston,
P.Zukowskyj

OFFICIALS  Chief Executive (M.Saminaden)
PRESENT: Executive Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) (N.Long)
Executive Director (Housing and Communities) (S.Russell)
Head of Law and Administration (M.Martinus)
Governance Services Manager (G.R.Seal)
Senior Communications Officer (L.Bertram)
Governance Services Officer (M.Lowe)

34. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors T.Bailey and G.Hayes.

35. MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 21 November 2016 were
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

36. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS BY MEMBERS

Councillors L.Chesterman, M.Cook, M.Cowan, S.Johnston and P.Zukowskyj
declared non—pecuniary interests in the item on the Agenda as Members of
Hertfordshire County Council.
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37.

37.1.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CABINET

The Council considered the following recommendations from the Special Cabinet
meeting on 9 January 2017:-

Future Garden Waste Collections

The Special Cabinet had considered the report of the Executive Director
(Resources, Environment and Cultural Services) on options for the review of
future garden waste collection.

The Special Cabinet, having fully considered all relevant matters NOTED the key
findings of the consultation and AGREED:-

(1) to the introduction of a charge for the existing garden waste collection
service.

(2) the following collection policies and operational procedures in
connection with this garden waste collection service:

(1) those who do not join the chargeable garden waste collection
service would not have their garden waste collected.

(2) those who joined the chargeable garden waste collection service
would not be able to present kitchen food waste in this bin.

(3) black refuse bins would not be collected if garden waste was
presented in this bin.

(4) food waste could temporarily be re-directed to the black refuse
bin, until such time as an alternative collection and treatment
solution could be found.

(5) all of the Council’s other existing collection requirements under
Section 46 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 would apply
to all waste collections.

It was noted that the Cabinet had agreed that the following recommendation in
the report:-

‘RECOMMEND the Council to approve any consequential amendments to the
Waste Management Plan and any other Council policies necessary to
incorporate the above.”

be amended to read as follows:-
“To delegate authority to the Executive Director (Resources, Environment and

Cultural Services), in consultation with the Executive Member (Environment) to
make any consequential amendments to the Waste Management Plan and any
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other Council policies necessary to implement the new garden waste collection
system.”

The Leader of the Council made the following statement:-

‘I am pleased to inform the Council that the Cabinet has tonight resolved to
adopt a system of charging for the collection of garden waste. This is in line with
more than 50% of all the councils up and down the country and it is of course
necessary as a result of the major financial pressures being felt by us all.

| am satisfied that we have now given this very serious matter a full airing over
an extended period of time, with detailed briefings by officers, questions from the
public, questions from members, motions at the council, a petition, and a full
consultation exercise with all residents.

The decision to change to a charging system is an executive decision which can
only be taken by the Cabinet, so we have done that.

The Council is being asked tonight to agree the level of the charges as outlined
in the report, to approve a one-off capital budget of £100,000 to implement the
changes, and to delegate authority to the Executive Director (Resources,
Environment and Cultural Services) in consultation with the Executive Member
(Environment) to make any consequential amendments to the Waste
Management Plan and any other council policies necessary to implement the
new garden waste collection system.”

A suggestion was made that the Cabinet should give consideration to the charge
not being payable by residents in receipt of Council Tax benefit.

It was moved by Councillor J.W.Dean and seconded by Councillor H.Bromley
that the Special Cabinet’s recommendations be approved and it was

RESOLVED:

(1) That a one-off capital budget of £100,000 required for the
implementation of changes to the waste collection system be
approved and that this be added to the 2016/17 capital programme.

(2) That the charge for the garden waste collection service be set at £35
per annum for the first bin per property and at £60 per annum for
the second bin per property, commencing in the new financial year
2017/18.

(3) That authority be delegated to the Executive Director (Resources,
Environment and Cultural Services), in consultation with the
Executive Member (Environment), to make any consequential
amendments to the Waste Management Plan and any other Council
policies necessary to implement the new garden waste collection
system.



Special Councll
9 January 2017

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 92(a) five Members present
demanded by standing up that the vote on the Special Cabinet’s
recommendations be recorded. The vote was recorded as follows:-

VOTING FOR
28 - D.Bell, J.Beckerman, D.Bennett, J.Boulton, S.Boulton, H.Bower,

H.Bromley, N.Chapman, J.Cragg, |.Dean, J.Dean, B.Fitzsimon,
C.Gillett, K.Holman, S.Johnston, T.Kingsbury, M.Levitt, P.Mabbott,
S.Markiewicz, G.Michaelides, H.Morgan, N.Pace, M.Perkins,
B.Sarson, L.Sparks, N.Taylor, F.Thomson, R.Trigg

VOTING AGAINST
18 - R.Basch. H.Beckett, M.Birleson, L.Brandon, J.Broach, A.Chesterman,

L.Chesterman. M.Cook, M.Cowan, J.Fitzpatrick, M.Holloway,
M.Larkins, H.Quenet, S.Roberts, P.Shah, K.Thorpe, J.Weston,
P.Zukowskyj

Meeting ended at 8.25 pm

GS



